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for the large-scale movement of heavy goods and commodities,
the European and Asiatic parts of the Union cannot be regarded
as enjoying adequate communications.
Furthermore, the high rate of urbanization of the Russian
population renders the Union more vulnerable to air attack
than ever before. Hence it would be mere fatalism to interpret
the global pattern of States as a prelude to yet another world
war. Rather does it suggest a framework within which peaceful
enjoyment of the fruits of the earth may be brought about. In
spite of its vast bulk, in spite of its great resources and even
greater potential wealth, the U.S.S.R. and its inhabitants can
achieve a higher standard of living by close co-operation,
commercially and culturally, with its neighbours.
The task of developing such positive and constructive
relations must fall on the responsible statesmen; the political
geographer can only indicate, by analysis and description, the
geographical framework into which these inter-relationships
must fit. The existence of this framework suggests the possibility
of a future world unity; the scaffolding and structural skeleton
of this global edifice are already available. Yet after a quarter
of a century of the League of Nations and in spite of the
promise shown by its successor, the United Nations Organiza-
tion, world unity has not been brought about. Inter-State
relationships are not yet fully devoted to the attainment of
global unification; they are still concerned with sectional and
regional interests which may represent a necessary and
experimental stage before the greater ideal is achieved, but each
of which, in its turn, reveals the influence of geographical
conditions.
Up to the end of the nineteenth century, inter-State affairs
were largely dominated by "Imperial" considerations. Energetic,
expansionist peoples sought outlets for their trade and terri-
torial ambitions in the acquisition of lands beyond the limits
of their own countries. In the result, vast Empires were built
up, usually by haphazard methods and often because the
representatives of one State happened to be first in the field
of Empire building. Towards the end of that century, at
least nominal claim had been established to almost the entire
surface of the globe by the various Powers. Any further